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Memorial Service held for Vice Adm. Joseph Metcalf
Friday, March 09, 2007
By John Sanders
An admiral who was one of the Navy’s staunchest advocates for officer graduate education, particularly
Naval Postgraduate School programs, was laid to rest March 8 following a memorial service at the Naval
Academy chapel.
Vice Adm. Joseph Metcalf, III, a 1964 NPS operations research (OR) alumnus, was honored by Chief of
Naval Operations and fellow OR alumnus Adm. Michael Mullen.
Mullen praised Metcalf for leading “a naval renaissance, an enormous leap forward in technology and
tactics that brought us the AEGIS weapons system (and) the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer.”
Metcalf viewed himself as a bridge between the Navy of the 1920s and the missile age.   He learned
much about being a Sailor directly from Adm. Arleigh Burke, who was CNO from 1955-1961 and led the
Navy into the era of guided missiles, jet aircraft and nuclear submarines.  They established an
extraordinary bond when Metcalf was a lieutenant junior grade and served as Burke’s staff gunnery
officer in Cruiser Division Six.  A little more than a year after their first meeting, Burke was selected to
become CNO. 
Metcalf and Burke both believed in the power of officer education to prepare for the unknown.  “[Metcalf]
loved nothing better than to mentor and to teach, whether it was on the bridge of a ship or in the halls of
the Pentagon,” Mullen observed.
Capt. Wayne Hughes, noted naval author and former dean of the Graduate School of Operational and
Information Sciences, was an NPS classmate with Metcalf.  “He and I were students together in the
operations analysis curriculum from 1962 to 1964. Both being relatively senior we bonded together,
which was a dumb thing to do,” Hughes remembered fondly.
“For example, we would call each other up to compare wrong answers to homework problems. Joe, who
lived in La Mesa, frequently fussed about the children making too much noise outside his home study
window. One day he was ecstatic,” he recalled. “He reported putting a yard sprinkler under his window
and all was peace and quiet. But the next time I called he said he was suffering from the law of
unintended consequences. The little beasts had all put on their swimming suits and come back to enjoy
his sprinkler!”
Displaying a deep sense of pride in NPS and its academic programs, Hughes noted, ”Joe Metcalf was
one of many distinguished graduates of our OR curriculum, to include Admiral Mike Mullen, Vice Admiral
Tom Hughes, Vice Admiral Pat Tracey, two service secretaries, and the influential chief defence scientist
of Singapore’s Ministry of Defence, Lui Pao Chuen. But Joe was in a category by himself in my heart
because we were OR classmates and spiritual brothers over very many years.”
Capt. Ken Johnson, NPS graduate and commander general-elect of the Naval Order of the United
States, who as a junior officer met Metcalf aboard the USS Jouett (DLG 29), remembered him as
dedicated and people-oriented.  Johnson said the nation’s oldest naval society will “toll the Congress bell
in memorial recognition” of Metcalf and their fellow companions during the Naval Order’s National
Congress later this year in Monterey.
Mullen lauded Metcalf’s love of the Navy and its Sailors.  “He loved Sailors, and they loved him back.  He
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Mullen lauded Metcalf’s love of the Navy and its Sailors.  “He loved Sailors, and they loved him back.  He
never considered himself above them.  Indeed, he would put it the other way around,” Mullen said. 
“Sailors, he felt, were above HIM.  He kept the faith, THEIR faith.”
 
 
 CONTACTS | COPYRIGHT/ACCESSIBILITY | PRIVACY POLICY | FOIA | INTRANET ACCESS
This is an official U.S. Navy website.
All information contained herein has been approved for release by the NPS Public Affairs Officer.
Contact the Webmaster
